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Fred Hare
. . . tourney thrills

Hare still remembe

By Chuck Sinciair
Prop Sports Weller -

You can erase a man’s records, but
never b memories -

That's how fabulous Fred Hare the
former Omaba Tech and University of
Nebraska standout, looks at this
weekend's state basketball tournament.

While Hare cherishes each and every
basketball memory as the man who elec-
trified stute tournarent crowds in 1062-
03 and sent Husket fans Into ecstacy with
his last-second, over the head shot that
upset No 1 ranked in 1964, he
realizes that Omaba North's Mike
McGee could erase his name from the
prep record books with a flick of his
wrist

“Memories, that's where it's all at,”
says Hare, who is presently taking 14
hours towarde a Spanish major while
holding a parttime job as a driver for
(Omaha's Metro Area Transit bus lines
“] had some great thrills while playing 1
think back so0 many times

The play of McGee the past two years
has generated talk that the 6-4 senior
may be the best prep player to ever
comtfe out of the state of Nebraska, com-
E:ntsthatuseﬂtohedlrectedtowards

Hy ]

“Mike 18 a tremendous player with a
tremendous foture,” says Hare, who has
watched McGee and played with him on
the playgrounds ‘‘But I'm not so sure he
could have gotten away with bis kind of
style when I was connng up I think the
style of play has changed quite a bit
since | was around.

I can remember many times when 1
would have had the chance to score in the
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40s and 60, but as soon as I hit my
average, thai was it,” Hare says

“In a way, I’d like to be playing hi
school basketball now,” Hare
“Mike has more of an opportunity to
express himself on the court. I think now
would probably be about the right time
for my style too.”

“I look at Mike now ond think that high
school player he's probably about the
same as a Jo Jo White or even a Jerry
West," Hare says, “‘But the difference is
where they played They came from an
area where they got great publicity "

Hare thinks of himself in that same
category, but as a victim of time and
lpcation. '
- When Hare left the University of
Nebraska in his junior year because of
personal and family probleme, he headed
towards Mexico for the European style
pro ball

His travels and desire to play pro
basketball jed him first to Phoenix, then
Los Angeles, to the Harlem
Globetrotters and finally to the Harlem
Clowns before he ended back in Omaha
working on his Spanish major

“f was with Phoenix for six months
and then they put me on waivers,” Hare
says *1 was very discouraged 1
averaged 25 points a game and led in
assisis 1n rookie camp, but they found
gut that I had knee surgery three times
and that was i

“Then I went to LA, but they didn't
need anybody with the guards they had,”
Hare says ‘'But the coach got me lined
up with Dallas in the ABA "

Hare never reported to Dallas He
chose a tryout with the Globetrotters in-

“I wasn't funny enough for the
Trotters,” Hare says "1 wanted to sboot
and play serious basketball. I didn’t want
to clown around "

Eventgally, Hare did clown around
with the Harlem clowns, but finelly
ended up at home, back in Omaha,

“1 wanted that degree,” Hare says of

his return “It's rather disgusting being

an eighth-year senlor student
But if I can’t play basketbal!, T want to
work with Spanish speaking people any
way [ can "

Now, Hare's basketbw!! playing is
limited to Omaba clty league or pickup
games in the summer when the “big
time” players are around

He had to quit the city leagne when
school started because classwork and
bus driving consumed too much time

*1 feel | have a bmight future,” Hare
says “I'd really like to play ball yet ¥m
only 32 and still in great shape

“The tast time I played with Jo Jo and
Silas, Jo Jo dudn’t remember me from
when he was at Kansas,” Hare says
“They both said, 'hey man, you're
dynamite Where are you going” Are you
being traded”’

Hare says his biggest sports thrills
have come when he didn't know the out-
come
*Like the Michigan game It was down
to the last second and everyone was
gong crazy,” Hare says ‘“‘And even
when 1 was a junior in high school We
ended up losing to Lincoln Northeast in
the state figals, but it was so exciting '

Maybe that's why Fred Hare looks to
the future with excitement Life s like a
sport to Fred Hare

McGee eyeing scoring marks

York, Gill

He scored 889 points this season —a 388
.game average
l)e‘ll\n.!nr:i}eealaoamlm'adlllﬂnlajunlcﬂ'aml

and shares every Metro Conference single-

season and career record except the 31
rebounds collected by Omaha Central's
Dwane Diilard n 1988

“ would have to-rank Mike McGee the
number one high schooi player of all
time in Nebraska,” North coach Bob
Murray said Wednesdgy. “He hoids
every record in the book. I don't know
what more you can ask

McGee broke the single-game Metro
record with a S4-poimt performance
agamst Omaha Gross in mid-January
He still is three shy, however, of
the Clase A scoring record
beld by Lincoln Northeast's Jerry Motz

in 1964

Lalst month,wl\:glﬁee broke ot:iemcmsmA
simgle-season record points
by the late Mike lged of Papillim in
1972

McGee has hit 47 per cent of fus field
goal attempts and 75 per cent of hus free
throw tries this season while averaging
15 rebounds He aiso has been credited
with 120 assista

Murray said McGee will not think
about s college basketball future untli
the state tournament 18 over

*He doesn't even have any idea which
six schools he'll visit,” Murray said
“The line (of college recruters) has
been so long that at times it frustrated
him He's ruled out shme colleges, but
I'm sure he’s not keaning to anymne right
now."”

earn honors

Sahisbury, N C — Randy York, prep sports
editor for, the Lincoln Sunday Journal and Star,
and Don Gill, sperts director for Lincoin’s
KLIN, have been named 1978 Nebraska
Sportswriter and Sportscaster of the Year,
respectively .

The announcement was made by the
National Sportscasters and Sportswriters Assn ,
headquartered here The two, elected by a vote
of their peers, will be honored at the group'’s an-
nual convention here April 35

r in the

York, whose ratings also appea
North Plaite Telegraph and the Scotts Bluff
Star-Herald, has won the award the past three
years Gill, sports director for the Nebraska
Football Network, has earned the honor three
tumes in the past foar years.
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York picks Grand Island,

Assistant Mahiman
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rs tourney Links hope road

smoother to end

Starting lineups
Grand i3, (20-1) Pes  Linceln Hi {11-10)
Trieschman (6-4) F Heckman {6-5)
Lyons (4 4) F Albers (62)
Fion (6 5) C ‘Woods (§-4)
Bartiatt (6 2) G McWliHams (510)
Huttman (5-9) €] Carstens (62}

Tipett: 7 pm, NU Sports Center
Telecasts: Cabie 9, Lincoin
Breatcashh. KFOR, KRGI, KHAS

By Chuck Sinclair

Prep Sports Write

Lincoln High's drive to the state
basketball tournament has not folowed
the smootheat of roads

Few mules have been traveled over
four-lane expressways

Most have come via the back country
reads, several of which ended with dead-
end signs after a seemingly successful
trip

Rut at this moment, coach Alden John-
SR, a veteran of 27 years in the business,
wouldn’t have it any other way

Each of the milestones the Links have,
or have not conquered is an important
part of that drive to Thursday's 7 pm
first round state tournament opener at
the Nebraska Sports Center against No 1
rated Grand Island

The rocky road started early

In the first three games of the seascn,
Lincoln High's team had been calied the
best Omaha Westside coach Tom Hall
had ever seen at the school after beating
Westside in Omaha Yet the Links were
12, losing to Hastings and MeCook by
two points aplece

Then again, the Links turned on, this
time demolishing Beatrice, 8-32, a team

holding the only blemish on Grand

Island’s record just 2 week earher

But typical of the season, the next out-
Ing was gisaster

Johmson looked at 1t as the most em-
barrassing of his career, from a
coaching standpoint

A rusunderstanding on rules set down
for the 1-80 Holiday tournament st
Ralston left the Links without uniforms
to play Lincoin East in the opening
round

Starting the game with five technical
fouls for mproper umforms (Ralston
practice jerseys), the Links were
saddled with two more because of sub-
shitutions

But while making up for that initial
sethack, the Linka still came back and
led the game before loaing

In the tournament consolation game,
Lincoln High came back and defeated
Millard, a team which held a win over
top rated Omahza North a week earlier

The rest of the seasott was about as
typical Although there were some Wins

Carmhusker Highwoy

Paul Trieschman
... Gl forward

along the road, there wete a lot of heatt-
breaking losses, one-pointers to Omaaba
Central and Papillion

The Links had the Central game won
hut the ball was stolen in the [ast second
under the Central basket and converted
nto the winning basket

"[ think the ups and downs of the
season should have made us a better
club,”” Johnson said “One of the
toughest things to do was to continoe to
try and convince the inds of what I ob-
vipusiy knew, that they were good
enpugh to beat those teams

“After something happens,” he adds
“You can't lean ont it like a crutch "

Johnson dispels the thought that Isn-
coln High's state tournament
appearance 18 a result of a fast finish

“It wasn't a matter of us just coming
on at the end of the season,” Johuaol
says “We're the same team we'we
always been *'

“But you can't pass the buck.” Jjohn-
son adds *'It just cornes down to the fact
that you have to get the kids to play
ahove what takes place during a game.
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Grant, Hildreth
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