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To all those that enjoy
watching or playing

basketball...
or any other sport!

Also to all those that enjoy life,
no matter what hand of cards

they have been dealt.



About The Authors
FRED HAREFRED HAREFRED HAREFRED HAREFRED HARE  is considered one of the greatest
basketball players to hail from the state of
Nebraska. Leading an Omaha (Nebr.) Tec High
School team to the 1963 State Championship
that would also be called one of the best teams
of all time, Hare put himself on the basketball
map... breaking records along the way. At the
University of Nebraska, Hare is most well-
known for a behind-the-head buzzer shot that
would beat Cazzie Russell’s Michigan team at
the buzzer. Leaving school amid controversy,
Hare continued his professional and semi-pro-

fessional basketball career for years to come. Since his playing
days, Hare has resided back in Nebraska, Colorado, Mexico and
currently makes his home in Texas He was a member of the initial
induction classes of the Nebraska High School Sports Hall of
Fame in 1999 and the Nebraska Black Sports Hall of Fame in 2006.

                                                                 * * * * *

CCCCCORD CORD CORD CORD CORD COSLOSLOSLOSLOSLOROROROROR, is an autograph collector of
20 years and resides in Port Charlotte, FL. A
native of Minden, Nebraska, and a longtime
sports enthusiast, Coslor is a former colle-
giate football and baseball player at Sterling
College (KS.) and Peru State College in Ne-
braska, where he received a degree in Sports
Management and Marketing. Coslor enjoys
writing about and researching all aspects of
Nebraska-related sports, and has accumulated
one of the largest autograph collections in
the United States. He has contributed to sev-
eral books, magazine & newspaper articles, and is also the au-
thor  of The Ultimate Celebrity Address & Phone Book. Coslor
also was the publisher of The Archive News autograph collect-
ing / celebrity interview magazine, and is the founder of Celeb-
rity Direct Entertainment, an entertainment management company
and booking agency with offices in Florida, Maryland, and Cali-
fornia. In his spare time Cord enjoys umpiring high school, colle-
giate, and professional baseball games.
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“I’ve been able to achieve what many may say wasn’t
possible. But I could never say I’ve accomplished more
than I’ve ever dreamed. Because I have always
DREAMED of doing more. I’ve dreamed of the perfect
basketball game, the perfect life. I can’t say that I’ve
achieved either... but I’ve dreamed and tried. I’ve had my
ups and downs, and I’ve won and lost battles. This is my
story. That’s all it is.”
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Many called him “Fabulous.” Others nicknamed him “The Rabbit.” On
the following pages, Fred Hare tells his story -- from the heart. From Arkansas,
and then Missouri... Freddie ended up in Omaha, Nebraska where he clearly
made a mark for himself in the history of Nebrasa basketball at Omaha Tech.
He would go on to excel at the University of Nebraska, bringing controversy
with him.

Leaving Nebraska early, many since that time have asked the ques-
tion, “Whatever happened to FredHare?”

In this book, Fred will tell you in his words about his upbringing, his
time at Omaha Technical High School, and of his time at the University of
Nebraska. He will then tell you about his globe-trotting years spent in various
countries with various professional teams.

You’ll then learn what he’s been doing since his ball playing days. His
ups and downs. His trials and tribulations... and how he has overcome all of it.

You will finally have that answer -- you’ll know ‘what has happened to
Fabulous Freddie Hare.’

I must say that this book is the culmination of work, writings, and re-
search that started no later that 1985. I first met Fred while I was still in high
school at Minden, Nebraska, in 1992. This project had alredy been started
long before then.

I was a fan - searching high and low for Nebraska-native professional
athletes. Thanks to Jerry Mathers I first became aware of Fred Hare. Thanks
to some sleuthing talent, I found Fred Hare, who happened to be back in Omaha
when I started the search. Thanks to Johnny Rodgers, I found Fred Hare when
I lost touch with him somewhere around 1996. I’ve been in touch with Fred
uninterupted since then. I consider Fred Hare a friend. I find his story amazing
-- at times sad, at time triumphant -- but always amazing.

I offically re-started his autobiography project in 2005. A couple of com-
puter crashes and many time restraints later, this project is finally done. I owed
that much to Fred Hare for being my friend and believing in me for so many
years. I know this book, and you reading this book, will put a much deserved
smile on his face. I hope it does the same for you. Fred knows his fans from
yesteryear are the best that ever lived. Sure, some doubted him over the years.
But I think deep-down Fred believes he owed this book to all of you. Maybe to
answer some of your questions.... maybe to raise new questions. Definitely to
say ‘thank you’ for making him the person he is.

This is Fred Hare’s story, in his words. I’m just the guy typing :-)
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Many folks throughout the country know of some of my basket-
ball accolades. That’s a fact. But I believe the makeup of a man is cre-
ated by so much more than what he did on the basketball court. How
many of you know that nearly all of my family was murdered by an
intentionally set fire when we were young? Probably not many. But I
feel things like that, and just general information about my childhood,
are important for you to get to know me a little better.

I was born in the State of Arkansas on June 20, 1944, and as
stated on my birth certificate, my given name is Freddie Lee Hare. I was
born to James and Geneter Hare. Everyone called my mother Gen for
short. I don’t recall anything about Arkansas and I’ve never returned
since my birth. I guess I never had any desire to return. I had always
heard negatives things about Arkansas. Probably most of what I heard
wasn’t true. Who knows... maybe I’ll head back there one day.

I guess my memory goes back to age 5 or 6 when we were
living in Libron, Missouri. What I remember first is the horrible house
fire. Not just a memory, but probably more of a haunting. It took the lives
of three of my brothers. I lost two younger brothers, Cornelius and Rob-
ert, and an older brother, Stephen.

In this book I hope to recount the events of my life from that
tragic fire up to today.

I do remember that we were all good God-fearing and extremely
mannerable children at that time. I was told by my Aunt Lilly that Mom,
her sister, had a set of twins and triplets and I had a sister named
Gertrude. My Aunt Lillie carried the family history for so many decades,
until she passed away several years ago.

I can remember at that time there were seven of us: Frank,
James, Stephen, Robert, Cornelius, Clarence and myself. I didn’t know
Clarence when I was younger. It turns out that he left home when he
was 9 years old, and that he was my father’s son from a previous mar-
riage. I was 10 or 11 before I met Clarence. Gosh, I love him so much....
I loved all of my brothers so much! I used to think I loved them more
than they could ever love me. Well, Ste Bo (that’s what we called
Stephen) and Clarence probably had mutual feelings for me.

It was difficult to learn about my family history, as my mother
wouldn’t talk about it much. Aunt Lillie game me some of the details as
I got older. Whenever I would ask momma about my father she would

 1 - The Early Years
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say, “You see your brother Frank there? He was taller than him, he was
brown skinned like me, and he was a very strong man.” Now, I don’t
know if it’s true, but momma once said my dad broke a mule’s neck and
killed it by hitting him with his fist, because the mule grew tired of plow-
ing the fields. She also once told me he was a double-jointed man, and
when I would inquire as to exactly what that meant, she’d just tell me to
go wash the dishes up. She would tell me that my father loved her and
he was a good provider, but he could be very mean when he wanted to
be. I suppose because she was so young, liked to drink and dance in
those days, he was a very jealous person. My Aunt Lillie said that my
mother was 13 and that my father was in his 50s when they met. There’s
something definitely wrong with that I suppose. Folks say that my father
wasn’t a Sharecropper, but that he owned his own land and became
quite wealthy. They said that everyone loved him and feared him, and
even the white people in the early days feared him and left him alone.

I heard later that when my father Jim died, he left the land - his
land - to my mother, but that she couldn’t claim it for fear of getting
killed. Some say he buried all of his money so momma wouldn’t find it,
and even some say he threw it in the river prior to his death. I’ll never
know, but maybe that’s why momma never liked to talk about him much.

I always thought that I’d give a million dollars just to know what
he looked like, even if I didn’t know his personality, or if he never did
anything for me, or even if I never knew is laugh... just to see his pic-
ture, which I never have, would be worth a million dollars to me.

I always fealt strange growing up without a father, though I am
glad Momma never remarried, although I did have other half-brothers.
I never had the chance to sit on his knee, he never took me fishing, and
he never took me to a baseball or basketball game like most fathers.
Only once did my mother have to ‘put me in line’ when I spoke out about
being fatherless.

As I grew older, I did become angry that my mother had to do
everything for me. She had to teach me everything, she fought for me,
she took me fishing. She had to take me fishing many times just to
suplement our food intake. To this day I hate fishing! I think because I
was forced to do it at a young age. I wish I could have fished when I was
younger just as something for Dad and I to do together.

One day I spoke out to Momma about not having a dad like all
the other kids in the neighborhood did... a dad that could take me places
and do things with me. I guess you could say I could be an outspoken
child, and on this particular day I told my Mom that if I ever found out
where my Dad’s grave was I would spit and piss on. I raved on and on
about this, and finally my mother apparently had enough as she slapped

1 - The Early Years
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me across the face. Mom could slap hard. I fealt fire throughout my
whole body. I cried and Mom cried. I distinctly remember she said, “Baby,
you don’t have a father... he died when you were just a baby.”

I fealt so sorry for Mother after that I had said. I asked her to
please forgive me, and she did. To this day, though I never knew Dad, I
still tell him that, “I love you.”

We had the best house in Libron, Missouri. It was a strange
feeling knowing that others in our neighborhood were jealous. I know
the men around town were always chasing after my mom - maybe be-
cause of her looks, maybe because of our money. I think we were one
of the wealthiest families in town. Frank, James, Stephen and my Mom
worked all the time, and I stayed home and babysat the younger kids.
We had a beautiful house and I loved it. We were lucky enough to have
bicycles, and fresh block ice every day in the refrigerator.The neigh-
bors were always dropping in to borrow or buy ice.

In the old storm cellar on the bottom floor, I remember that’s
where mom kept our money -- and at the time it sure seemed like a lot
of money! The walls were lined with shelves full of flour, canned peaches,
apple sauce, and Momma even canned watermelon rines. Those sure
were delicious as she’d use lots of sugar, cook them for a long time,
and then let them simmer most of the day. Mom even canned okra,
mixed vegetables, and many things things I’d never even heard of. It’s
safe to say we never lacked food. It definitely helped that I had three
older brothers that were old enough and strong enough to do manual
labor.

Mom said it wasn’t always ‘the good days.’ I can remember as a
small child standing in the long soup lines and wondering from city to
city, place to place.

I can remember vividly the commodity truck coming into the
neighborhood to distribute goods such as eggs and dried fruit, and  plums
and peaches. I certainly loved the Kellogg’s Corn Flakes and Coke-a-
Cola. They seemed to be especially generous with us. Partly because
of the number of children mom had, but I believe also because of her
outgoing and friendly personality. I wish everyone could have known
my mom. Over the years I heard so many people tell me that she was
the best friend they’d ever had.

The Hare boys went to church every Sunday with their mom. As
we never got sick, we never had a real excuse to get out of it. We’d get
decked out in our suits and Stetson hats. Looking sharp as a tack, I
know my mother was proud when she’d receive compliments on her
sons.
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I have always realized I was a gifted child, but also always rec-
ognized the greatness of God Almighty. I often fealt like it was my mother,
Jesus, and me on our own after my brothers died in the terrible house
fire of 19XX.

It seemed that after the fire, my remaining brothers changed,
becoming cruel and insensitive to mom, to one another, and to life. I
know they hurt like the rest of us.

My brother Stephen kind of reminded me of how my mother de-
scribed my father. He was very big and had hands as big as a baseball
glove it seemed. Stephen was somewhat of my protector. I remember
him saying in a low, monotone voice to Frank or James when he’d catch
them picking on me, “You better leave Freddie alone,” and it always
seemed to do the trick. He then would lift me up and put me on his
shoulders, and I fealt like I was riding a horse off into the sunset in
victory. It was such a safe feeling being rescued each day.

All the boys would leave Ste Bo alone. They wouldn’t give him
grief, no retaliation, nothing. Stephen had a lighter complexion than me,
and had some freckles around his nose and eyes.

Robert was about 4 years old when he was burned up in the fire.
Robert had dark skin and a smooth complexion. Hair liken to soft vel-
vet. He was very quiet, and in every meaning of the word was beautiful.

My brother Cornelius was brown skin, and beautiful as well. He
was a touch livelier than Robert, but certainly not mischievious. During
the fire he was next to the baby, Percy, who was rescued from the fire.
Brother Percy was still in diapers, so young I wonder if the fire haunted
him like it did me?

James was a pretty good son to my mother in those days, but I
can remember that he was always up to something... and usually it was
no good. He was a very likeable person, and I loved him so much!
James and Frank, when not picking on me, would definitely protect me
from those outside of the family.
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